COMENIUS PARTNERS SCHOOL SYSTEMS
11.
How can someone become a teacher? How many years is the university?


22.
How can someone start working in the public schools? Are there exams, a waiting list, hired by a school board or something else?


23.
Who is in charge of the secretary and the financial support of the school (special staff, director, teachers or someone else?)


24.
How many hours a school teacher must officially work?


35.
How many minutes is a school hour?


36.
Does the director work as a teacher? If yes, how many hours?


37.
What is the maximum allowed number of students in every class?


38.
When does the school year start and when does it end (for students and for teachers)?


49.
What are the official breaks of the school year and which dates? (Christmas, Easter, national days etc)


510.
What teacher specialties are in the school? (gym professor, musician, English teacher etc) Or does the school teacher teach everything?


611.
What foreign languages are obligatory in primary school and at what ages/classes do the kids begin?


612.
Do they teach computers in primary school? At what age to they start?


713.
What does it take to become director? / How can you be director?


714.
What is the minimum salary of a teacher?


815.
What are the school days and hours? (What time does the school starts / ends / the breaks?)


916.
How many hours is every lesson per week?




1. How can someone become a teacher? How many years is the university? 

	Turkey 
	It takes 4 years

	Poland
	3 –year bachelor’s degree and 2 more years Master’s degree. You can teach with BA but receive less money.

	Croatia
	It takes 4 years in the university.

	Greece 
	It takes 4 years in the university (one semester is for practical work). 

	Spain
	It is a degree (4 years) at university.


2. How can someone start working in the public schools? Are there exams, a waiting list, hired by a school board or something else? 

	Turkey 
	There are exams called ‘KPSS’ in Turkey.

	Poland
	An interview with the head teacher and his deputy.

	Croatia
	When there is a free working place, school board decides who will be new teacher. When teacher loses his job (for example number of children is lower), he goes to waiting list.

	Greece 
	There are exams called ASEP so you can work in a public school. Those exams used to be every 2 years but after the crises the last time those exams were in 2009.

	Spain
	There is an exam called “oppositions”, and first you do an exam about 50 items and after that if you pass it you do another one, and if you get good marks being one the best candidate you will get a workstation on a public school and you will work for the government.


3. Who is in charge of the secretary and the financial support of the school (special staff, director, teachers or someone else?)

	Turkey 
	Special staff  is secretary, another special staff is financial worker. School is financed by government, ministry of education, chancellor of the exchequer

	Poland
	We have a special school accountant, supervised by the headteacher who is dealing with some paperwork at school. 

	Croatia
	Special staff (not teacher) is secretary; another special staff is financial worker. School is financed by government. 

	Greece 
	Special staff is usually doing the secretary and financial support in public school, rarer the director who gets help from the teachers. 

	Spain
	Spanish states (the government from Andalusia).


4. How many hours a school teacher must officially work?

	Turkey 
	30 teaching hours per week

	Poland
	40 hours a week including 20 hours teaching and up to 20 hours additional pedagogical work (lesson preparation, test marking, conferences, parent’s meeting and so on)

	Croatia
	It depends on subject. About 22 teaching hours per week.

	Greece 
	24 teaching hours per week.

	Spain
	37,5 hours per week.


5. How many minutes is a school hour?

	Turkey 
	40 minutes

	Poland
	45  minutes

	Croatia
	45 minutes

	Greece 
	45 minutes

	Spain
	50 an 55 minutes.


6. Does the director work as a teacher? If yes, how many hours?

	Turkey 
	No

	Poland
	Yes – 4 hours a week

	Croatia
	No.

	Greece 
	Yes, he must work 12 teaching hours per week.

	Spain
	Yes, 14 hours for activities at school and 11 admin hours.


7. What is the maximum allowed number of students in every class?

	Turkey 
	It can change( from 15-30)

	Poland
	In Primary school around 28 

	Croatia
	28 students

	Greece 
	26 students

	Spain
	 Around 28 students


8. When does the school year start and when does it end (for students and for teachers)?

	Turkey 
	Teachers: 1st September – 27st June

Students: 15th September – 13th June

	Poland
	From 1.09  to  the last Friday of June – for students

From 15.08  to  5.07 – for teachers (headteacher specifies exact dates)



	Croatia
	Students: 8th September – 16th June

Teachers: we have 30 working days of vacations inside students vacations, for example from 6th July till 14th August

	Greece 
	Teachers: 1st September – 21st June

Students: 11th September – 15th June

	Spain
	Teachers: 1st September until 30th June

Students: 10th September until 23th June


9. What are the official breaks of the school year and which dates? (Christmas, Easter, national days etc)

	Turkey 
	New Years Day January 01

Nationality Sovereignty and Children's Day April 23

Labour Day May 01

Commemoration of Atatürk , Youth and Sports Day May 19

Ramazan Feast 3 days ( the date changes every year)

Victory Day August 30

Sacrifice Day 4 days ( the date changes every year)

	Poland
	Christmas holiday:

22.12- 1.01 – for students

25.12-1.01 – for teachers

1st November – All Saints’ Day

1st May – Labour day

3.05 – Constitution Day

11.11 – Independence Day

Easter holiday: around one week

A mid-term break(winter holiday): 1.02 – 14.02

	Croatia
	Christmas holidays: 24th December – 11th January

Easter holidays: depends on date of Easter, this year it is 30th March – 6th April

National days off:

8th October – Independence day

1st November – All saints

1st May – Labour day

4th June – Corpus Christi

	Greece 
	Christmas holidays: 23 December – 7 January

Easter holiday: Depends but is always two weeks (the holy week and the next one) 

1st May – Labour day

National days off: 

28th of October

17th of November

25th of March

Religions days off:

30th of January

And the day that the church of each region has celebration.

	Spain
	1st November – All Saints’ Day.

Christmas holidays from 22nd December until 7th January (teachers and students).

28th February: Andalusia day.

Easter holidays from 28th Mach until 5th April.(teachers and students). A holy week.

30th April: Seville´s fair.

1st May – Labour day




10.  What teacher specialties are in the school? (gym professor, musician, English teacher etc) Or does the school teacher teach everything?

	Turkey 
	English teacher, education of religion and ethics

	Poland
	art, music, English, Polish, German, mathematics, nature, biology, history, DT, P.E., religion, IT, teachers of integrated teaching(grade 1-3) 

	Croatia
	For students age 7-11 we have same teacher for almost every subject (Croatian language, mathematics, nature, art, P.E.), an specialized teachers for one subject: religion, music, English, German language.

For students age 11-15 we have specialized teacher for one subject: Croatian language, art, music, English, German, mathematics, nature, biology, chemistry, physics, geography, history, techniques, P.E., religion, IT

	Greece 
	Gym professor, foreign language professor (English teacher and another one), musician, computer teacher

	Spain
	Physical Education teacher, English teacher, Science teacher, art and craft teacher, Religion teacher and Music teacher. French teacher in 5ºand 6º grade. Maths, Language is with the same teacher or tutor.




11.  What foreign languages are obligatory in primary school and at what ages/classes do the kids begin?

	Turkey 
	Since the 2nd  grade, the first obligatory language is English

	Poland
	Polish and English - from 6 years old

	Croatia
	When students are 7 years old (1st class) they start to learn English and it is obligatory till the end of school (when they are 15 years old, 8th class). If parents like it, when students are 10 years old (4th class) they start to learn German language.

	Greece 
	Since the 3rd grade English is the first obligatory language (there are thinking of changing the age so the kids start from the 1st grade) and in the 5th grade they choose a second foreign language (usually French or German)

	Spain
	English from 3 years to 12 years.

French for 11 and 12 years.( 5th and 6th grade).


12. Do they teach computers in primary school? At what age to they start?

	Turkey 
	No computer teaching in primary school

	Poland
	We have IT classes from 9 years old (4 grade). 

	Croatia
	They start in 5th grade, and it is not obligatory.

	Greece 
	They teach since the 3rd grade. 

	Spain
	We use computers in all subjects.


13. What does it take to become director? / How can you be director? 

	Turkey 
	With the working experience, the diplomas and the need for directors.

	Poland
	You have to be experienced teacher, postgraduate studies in school management, prepare a sort of a business plan for school for 5 years and win a competition organized by board of education of the city.

Jury consists of teachers’ , parents’, trade union’s,   representative and two members of voivodeship
 board of education and two from the town hall.

If you win are the headteacher for 5 years.

	Croatia
	With working experience of 5 years as a teacher, and university diploma.

	Greece 
	With the working experience, the diplomas and the need for directors. 

	Spain
	You have to be experienced teacher at least 5 years in a school, prepare a project for the school for 5 years and be elected by the School Board and Inspection.

Jury consists of teachers and parents.

After that, you have a working experienced year and if you get good marks, the Inspection, the school board and a tutor (He is a headteacher) let you to be a headteacher.


14. What is the minimum salary of a teacher?

	Turkey 
	The money without taxes are about 750E

	Poland
	New teacher after university - 400 EUR

Experienced teacher, well-educated teacher – Net salary 700 EUR



	Croatia
	Net salary is about 575 € for a new teacher.

	Greece 
	The money without taxes etc is about 800 € for a new teacher.

	Spain
	New teachers 900 EUR after taxes.

Experienced teacher 1200 EUR.


15. What are the school days and hours? (What time does the school start / end / the breaks?) 

	Turkey 
	Monday to Friday:

1st 8:40-9:20

2nd 9:35-10:15

break 10:15 – 10:35

3rd 10:35-11:10

4th 11:10 – 12:00

break 12:00 – 13:20

5th 13:20 – 14:00

6th 14:20 – 15:00

	Poland
	8:50- 9:35

9:45-10:30

10:35-11:20

11:35-12:20

12:35-13:20

13:25-14:10

14:15-15:00



	Croatia
	From Monday till Friday:

First shift

1st 8:00 – 8:45

2nd 8:55 – 9:40

3rd 9:50 – 10:35

4th 10:40 – 11:25

5th 11:30 – 12:15

6th 12:20 – 13:05

Second shift:

1st 13:30 – 14:15

2nd 14:25 – 15:10

3rd 15:20 – 16:05

4th 16:10 – 16:55

5th 17:00 – 17:45

6th 17:50 – 18:35

Classes change shifts every week. For example: one week class 5.a and 5.b go to first shift and classes 5.c and 5.d go to second shift, and the other week the opposite applies.

	Greece 
	Monday to Friday:

1st 8:10-9:05

2nd 9:05-9:45

break 9:45 – 10:05

3rd 10:05-10:45

4th 10:45 – 11:25

break 11:25 – 11:40

5th 11:40 – 12:20

break 12:20 – 12:35

6th 12:35 – 13:15

7th 13:15 – 14:00

	Spain
	9:00- 9:55
9:55-10:50

10:50-11:45
11:45-12:15
12:15-13:10

13:10-14:00




16. How many hours is every lesson per week?

	Turkey 
	LESSONS

CLASSES

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
1

RELIGION
-

-

-
2

2

TURKİSH
10
10
8

6
3

MATHEMATICS

5
5
5
4

4

SOCIAL STUDIES
-

-

-
3
5

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

4

4

3

3

-

-

6

LIFE SCIENCES
4
4
3
-

7

PHYSICAL AVTIVIES
5
5
5
2
8

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL STUDIES

-

-

-

-

9

ART AND MUSIC

2
2
2
2
10

GYMNASTICS

11

TRAFIC
-

-

1
12

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
-
-
2
3

13

2ND FOREIGN LANGUAGE (ENGLISH)

-

2
2
3
TOTAL OF HOURS

30
30
30

30



	Poland
	Subject Grades 4-6

number of hours in 3 year period

number of hours a year

approximate number of hours a week

Polish language

510

170

5

Foreign Language

290

97

3

Music

95

32

1

Art.

95

32

1

History

130

43

1

Nature (Biology, Geography)

290

97

3

Maths

385

128

4

ICT

95

32

1

DT

95

32

1

P.E

385

128

4

Educational hour 

95

32

1

In grades 4-6 hours from this 3 year period can be distributed within 3 years according to the needs
Subject Grades 1-3

number of hours in 3 year period

number of hours a year

approximate number of hours a week

Integrated classes (polish, nature, maths, DT)

1150

383

12

Foreign Language

190

63

2

Music

95

32

1

Art.

95

32

1

ICT

95

32

1

P.E

290

97

3



	Croatia
	CLASS

1st 

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

Croatian language
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
Art
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Music
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Foreign language
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
Mathematics
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
Nature
1.5
2
Biology
2
2
Chemistry
2
2
Physics
2
2
Nature and society
2
2
2
3
History
2
2
2
2
Geography
1.5
2
2
2
Technics
1
1
1
1
PE
3
4
3
2
2
2
2
2
Religion
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
IT
2
2
2
2


	Greece 
	LESSONS

CLASSES

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
1

RELIGION
-

-

2

2

2

2

2

GREEK

9

9

8

8

7

7

3

MATHEMATICS

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

HISTORY

-

-

2

2

2

2

5

ENVIROMENTAL STUDIES

4

4

3

3

-

-

6

GEOGRAPHY

-

-

-

-

2

2

7

PHYSICS

-

-

-

-

2

2

8

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL STUDIES

-

-

-

-

3

3

9

ART AND MUSIC

3

3

3

3

2

2

10

GYMNASTICS

2

2

2

2

2

2

11

ENGLISH

-

-

3

3

3

3

12

PROJECTS TEACHING

3

3

3

3

2

2

13

2ND FOREIGN LANGUAGE (FRENCH OR GERMAN)

-

-

-

-

2

2

TOTAL OF HOURS

25

25

30

30

32

32



	Spain
	Language ( 5 hours)

English ( 3 hours)

French ( 2 hours)

Maths ( 5 hours)

Sciences ( 5 hours)

Art and craft ( 1 hour)

Music (1 hour)

Religion 1 Hour in 1st , 3rd  and 5Th, 2Hours in 2nd, 4th, 6th)

P.E 2hours in 1st, 3rd and 5th. 1 Hour in 2nd, 4th, 6th)
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